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CH2CH2OH
Triphenyl phosphine reacts with benzoquinone to form the phosphobetaine \ I. Inasmuch as this may be considered as a derivative of hydroquinone it seemed possible, by analogy with the known stability of semiquinone radical-anions, that the free-radical phospho betaine, II, might be sufficiently stable for it to be de tectable by electron-spin resonance. pected for II. The spectrum of the radical obtained by oxidation of the adduct between triphenylphosphine and perdeuterobenzoquinone confirms that II is the radical in question and shows that the splitting pro duced by the 31P nucleus is 4-25 gauss.
It was further observed that II was formed in the course of the reaction between triphenylphosphine and 1 (a) F. R a m i r e z and S. D e r s h o w i t z , J. Amer. chem. Soc. 78. 5614 [1956] . 
